
 

What is a Dark Sky Place? 
 
A Dark Sky Place, also known as an International Dark Sky Place (IDSP), is a location recognised 
for its exceptional quality of starry nights and commitment to preserving and protecting its 
natural nighttime environment from light pollution. These places are designated by the 
International Dark-Sky Association (IDA), a non-profit organisation dedicated to combating 
light pollution worldwide. 
 
There are several categories of Dark Sky Places, each with its own criteria and levels of 
recognition: 
 
1. **International Dark Sky Parks (IDSP):** These are public or private land areas where natural 
night sky conditions are preserved and protected through responsible lighting policies and 
practices. They typically offer opportunities for stargazing, astronomy education, and public 
outreach.  
 
The Warrumbungle Dark Sky Park was the first dark sky place in Australia.  
 
2. **International Dark Sky Reserves (IDSR):** Reserves such as the River Murray Dark Sky 
Reserve are larger areas, often encompassing multiple communities or regions, that actively 
work to reduce light pollution and promote dark sky stewardship through collaborative efforts 
involving local governments, organisations, and stakeholders. 
 
3. **International Jump Up Dark Sky Sanctuaries  and Arkaroola Dark Sky Sanctuary (IDSS):** 
Sanctuaries are remote or isolated sites, usually with minimal human development, that provide 
exceptional opportunities for observing pristine night skies free from artificial light 
interference. 
 
4. **International Dark Sky Communities (IDSC):** These are towns, cities, or municipalities 
that have implemented outdoor lighting ordinances and policies to reduce light pollution and 
protect the nighttime environment. Dark Sky Communities often engage in public education and 
outreach to promote awareness of light pollution issues. 
 
5. **International Dark Sky Places of Special Significance (IDSPSS):** This category recognises 
sites of particular cultural, natural, or scientific significance that are committed to preserving 
their dark sky heritage. 
 
6. ** An Urban Night Sky Place (IDUSP) ** is a designation given to areas within urban 
environments that have implemented effective strategies to mitigate light pollution and 
preserve views of the night sky. Despite the challenges posed by artificial light sources in 
densely populated areas, Urban Night Sky Places strive to create spaces where residents and 
visitors can still experience the wonder of the stars above. 
 
Dark Sky Places serve as models for responsible outdoor lighting and environmental 
stewardship, demonstrating how communities and protected areas can balance the need for 
outdoor illumination with the preservation of natural darkness. 
 

https://www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/conservation-and-heritage/our-parks/dark-sky-parks
https://www.rivermurraydarkskyreserve.org/
https://www.rivermurraydarkskyreserve.org/
https://www.australianageofdinosaurs.com/page/101/australian-age-of-dinosaurs-the-dark-sky
https://www.arkaroola.com.au/international-dark-sky-sanctuary

